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Who to Call…

Incumbent
 
The Rev. Janet Read-Hockin
722-7111 (office)
Wardens
Sally MacDonald
727-1251 smacdonald@mail1.scdsb.on.ca



Stephen Pryce

739-6825 stephen@prycon.com



Ted Bigelow

722-4576 tebigelow@rogers.com
Church Secretary
Jenny MacDonald
722-4487 or 722-7111 (office)

Church School
Rev. Janet Read-Hockin 722-7111 (office)

Altar Guild 

to give flowers, or help prepare sanctuary for communion




Janet Richmond
722-7627 ajlm.richmond@sympatico.ca
Sunday Greeters and Readers




Sandy Richmond
722-7627 ajlm.richmond@sympatico.ca
Shanty Bay Ride & Drive


Lindsay Morgan
722-0379 lindsay_morgan@rogers.com
Drama in the Church


Heather Owen

730-0776 heatowen@enoreo.on.ca
Anglican Church Women (ACW)





Karen Sanderson
722-0467

Church Building/Property





Brian Gray

722-8196

Lay Representative to Synod





Trevor Owen

730-0776

Treasurer


Melissa Graves
739-0956

Village Green Association 
Murray Anderson
722-7507

Cemetery Board

Fred Beck

721-0734 fwbeck@rogers.com
Envelope Giving

Jennifer Court

739-0423
St. Thomas Times

Susan Woods

721-0734 susanwoodsis@rogers.com
One Year down: Reporting in from the

Anderson-Walters family

G

reetings to all our dear friends at St. Thomas!  Today’s date marks the one year anniversary of our move from our beloved Shanty Bay, so we thought we’d take the opportunity to send along a very quick letter to keep you posted on our progress.  We’ve had the good fortune to see some of you during our couple of visits back to church over the past few months, but haven’t seen everyone, hence this note.

For those of you we may not know, we’re previous members of the St. Thomas parish and previous residents of Shanty Bay.  We moved to Uxbridge last August to facilitate the return to school of my husband, John, who is in the Master’s of Divinity program at Wycliffe College, en route to ordination.

The year has been a challenging one, as you can well imagine.  Leaving a community as wonderful as Shanty Bay was extremely difficult.  However, the good news is that John is flourishing in his school program.  As Janet has shared with you, he was so pleased to be formally accepted in April as a postulant in the Toronto diocese.  This was a true blessing, and we are very excited about the months and years ahead.  We attended a lovely evening in early May where postulants and their spouses were involved:  as a spouse I was so grateful for the kind, supportive and very grounded perspective offered by Bishop Colin Johnson.  

John has met some truly fascinating people at school, from all walks and stages of life.  Quite a different atmosphere from law school, he says.  Good courses, great professors, challenging issue.

As for the rest of us, Gareth and Maggie have adapted well to their new school (Gareth is actually heading to a different spot this fall, where the gifted program is offered).  They were both in the Christmas production of Scrooge, so their predilection toward the theatrical continues!  Gareth is still enjoying creating his jazz pieces on piano (and is now into drumming – help!)  Maggie’s beautiful voice is her instrument, and she’s looking forward to getting involved in some local theatre productions this winter.  For my part, I had a crazy winter balancing three writing contracts, but was fortunate to get on full time at the College of Physicians in May, so my work life should be a little more sane from here on in.  

We miss our friends and neighbours a great deal, but we know you have kept us in your thoughts and prayers as we’ve gone through this time of transition.  That has meant so much to us.  Thank you!  We keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers as well…

Finally, I was recently at my mom and dad’s, where they have a copy of a poem I wrote when I was 16.  It struck me that it captures perfectly how we feel about all of you, so I’m going to share it here.  Enjoy, and we’ll send along another ‘reporting in’ letter soon!

Blessings to each of you!

Lisa, John, Gareth and Maggie

[please see poem, The Jigsaw of Life, on page 4]

Warden’s Pew Fall 2007

Autumn greetings! It is that time of year when the warm days and cool nights are upon us and the leaves are beginning to change colour. As you settle into your fall routines, we hope that you will include St Thomas in your plans.

We have some great plans for the fall at St Thomas. Our Sunday School program will begin on Sunday September 22, 2007. We are implementing a new curriculum in both the Sunday School and the Nursery. We are planning to have a coordinator for these programs to head up the volunteer teachers for the Sunday School and the supervisors of the Nursery. We are also hoping that some of the youth that are involved in the YUCK group will come out and be leaders in our Sunday School. If you are interested in being involved in any aspect of these programs this year please speak with one of the wardens or Reverend Janet.

Melissa Richmond has moved to Bracebridge to pursue her university studies. While she is sharing her many talents with groups in Bracebridge, she continues to support St Thomas, in particular the youth program. We are interested in helping Melissa with this very important ministry by finding a more local individual who would like to work with this group. We have been encouraged by some interest that has already been expressed, and are hopeful that the YUCK group will continue to meet on a regular basis. A tremendous thank you is extended to Melissa for all of the work that she has done with our children’s/ youth ministry over the years, and we wish her well in her future endeavours.

The new cupboard for the altar guild is under construction as we speak. Sjaak Bregg and Ted Bigelow have kindly offered their time and talent to complete this project. We are very hopeful that this project will be completed by the end of September. Thank you to Ted and Sjaak for their hard work.

The new church sign is another project that is underway. Please be patient with us as we try to create a sign that will meet all of our needs and that will suit the charm of our lovely church. We are well aware that this sign will not be replaced for a very long time and as a result we are trying to ensure that the sign that we create will serve the needs of our church for many years to come. The design is almost complete and we have hired Owen Sign Craft to build it for us.

We have a couple of fundraisers planned for the autumn/ early December season. There will be a craft sale in the church hall on November 15 to 17, 2007, where we will once again host a tearoom with treats and sandwiches. This was a great success last year and we are very happy to be involved in this event again this year. During the month of November we are also going to be selling poinsettias. The delivery date for these festive plants will be at the beginning of December so that we may enjoy these plants throughout the Christmas Season. Please keep this fundraiser in mind as you plan your Christmas decorations.

There is a wise and old saying that states “It takes a village to raise a child”. This sentiment can be extended to the church as “It takes a village to run a church”. This is true particularly here at St Thomas’ where we are blessed with the devoted volunteer work of many of our congregation. The work that is done behind the scenes from the altar flowers and communion set up, to the counting of the offerings each week, is quite remarkable. Thank you so very much to all of the people who work so tirelessly to help make St Thomas the warm and welcoming place of worship that it is. If you would like to help in any way with the church please let Reverend Janet or one of the Wardens know.

A special thank you is extended to the Shanty Bay Festival Committee. While this event is not officially related to the church, many people on the committee are also parish members. This event was a huge success. It was really fun to see the village united in such a fun and enjoyable day. The little steam engine train was a big hit with young and old alike. Fortunately, it is not our physical age that determines the age of the child within us.

Please continue to reflect upon your involvement and commitment to the church through regular attendance, financial support and stewardship opportunities. Every little bit contributes to the well being of our parish.

May you all enjoy the beauty of this season. God Bless. Sally MacDonald, Senior Warden
From the Jottings of Col.

